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The university invests in pharmacy’s future through partnerships 
promoting student pharmacist advocacy. Through these opportunities, 
student pharmacists serve the community, enhancing public 
perception of the profession. Faculty lead a grassroots campaign with 
institutional support, using a structured approach to teach and model 
advocacy, empowering students to take ownership of the profession. 

OBJECTIVE 2022-2023 ACADEMIC YEAR HIGHLIGHTS OF ADVOCACY AT SU

Institutions should provide and support advocacy opportunities to 
strengthen the public’s perception of pharmacy at the local, state, 
national and international levels.

 

CONCLUSIONS

RESULTS

Opportunities for student advocacy were facilitated at the local, state, 
national, and international levels. Locally, student pharmacists 
participated in over 25 health fairs and community outreach events, 
helping hundreds. Through a grassroots campaign, Winchester’s mayor 
recognized National Pharmacy Week, acknowledging the invaluable 
role of pharmacists on the healthcare team.  

At the state level, students and faculty mentors advocated for the 
profession with legislators, joining a movement resulting in passing 
pharmacist provider status in Virginia and passing a pharmacist test-
treat-refer bill for influenza, COVID-19, strep, and urinary tract 
infections. 

Nationally, 48 students received university funding to attend national 
pharmacy meetings, providing opportunities to network and create 
policy. Fourteen students presented posters and participated as 
delegates in policy meetings. 

Internationally, the university sent 15 students and faculty on 
international mission trips, advocating for the profession while 
addressing health disparities. 

These partnerships within the local community, state, national and 
international organizations empowered students to advocate for 
themselves and the pharmacy profession, helping the public see their 
value.

F E E D B A C K
“Not only do the students benefit from being involved in legislative efforts, the current practicing 
pharmacists also benefit because they are inspired by the eagerness of students and their love for the 
profession. It is a good reminder for pharmacists of their time in school and also serves as a way for 
them to mentor these students”
Karen Winslow
Interim Executive Director fo the Virginia Pharmacy Association

BACKGROUND

To describe how the Bernard J. Dunn School of Pharmacy drives service-
focused advocacy within the community and beyond to enhance the 
public's perception of pharmacy.

ADVOCACY MISSION
By engaging in personal, patient, and professional advocacy, our students develop skills that enable them 
to advocate for themselves, their patients, and the pharmacy profession for the duration of their careers.

PERSONAL
ADVOCACY

PATIENT
ADVOCACY

PROFESSIONAL
ADVOCACY

High School Events

Additional Regional & National Meetings
 AACP Annual Meeting - Grapevine, TX
 AMCP Nexus (fall) - National Harbor, MD
 AMCP (spring) - San Antonio, TX
 APhA Midyear Regional Meeting - Alexandria, VA
 ASHP Midyear - Las Vegas, NV
 KE National Convention - Virtual
 KY Mountain East Province (fall 2022) - Pittsburg, PA
 KY Mountain East Province (spring 2023) - Sterling, VA
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