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• The aim of this teaching innovation was to provide student 

pharmacists an educational structure for deeper reflection 

on social determinants impacting health outcomes, foster 

understanding of lived experiences of patients, and inspire 

them to engage in a systems-based approach to solve 

complex problems.

This photovoice assignment provided an educational format for 

students deeper reflection on structural factors that may 

contribute to health disparities.  Students overwhelming reflected 

on their privilege, and willingness to be champions for change 

through advocacy.  Future planned work will address education 

on existing and emerging social programs to effect change. 

“Littering in the city”
“A demolished CVS 

pharmacy that once 

was vacant and used 

by the homeless as a 
place of community"

“A desolate 

sidewalk with a 

lot of litter next 

to trailers 

covered in 
graffiti”

“Advertisement for 

a sugary 

drink...located one 

block away from an 
elementary school"

“Homeless 

person begging 

for money off a 
major highway”

“T-shirts with 

names of 

individuals who 

have lost their 

lives due to gun 
violence”

“Bike lanes on 

crowded 
city streets”

“Littering in a 
residential area”

“Homeless 

person on the 
sidewalk”

"A group of friends 

from 

varying backgrounds 

meeting up after a 

long hiatus due to 

COVID19 
restrictions”

• Ten third year pharmacy students were enrolled in a public 
health elective course, fall 2022

• Each student was required to capture a photograph from 

the community that reflected one of the 5 social 

determinants of health (SDoH)

• Students were then asked to reflect on the activity 

utilizing the following prompts. 

1) What was your overall reflection of the 

project?

2) Comment on the impact or emotions elicited 

by this project

3) Comment on what you learnt about yourself 

during this experience?

• Through the inductive process, thematic analysis of the 

reflective statements was performed.

Figure 1: Photos captured for the assignment with student anecdotes 

Figure 2: Most common SDoH Identified

• Photovoice is a process in which persons, through 

images, can capture, represent and communicate their 

experiences and perspectives about issues that are 

important to them.1

• It can be utilized as a qualitative research method and 

assessment tool to raise awareness of social injustices to 

initiate change.1 

• Limited data exist in pharmacy education particularly with 

respect to utilizing this tool to integrate public health 

principles in the curriculum.2,3 

Prompt #1: Quotes from overall reflection of this project

"The beauty and difficulty of this 
assignment was the creativity 

factor associated with it."

"We tend to get caught up in our 
lives and struggles that we 

sometimes fail to see that others 
may have it worse than us and we 

should be doing something to 
contribute to the greater good."

"We have a wealth of social issues 
which we can speak on, and this 
project gives us an outlet for it."

"Bringing this image to light 
opened my eyes to the concept of 

taking care of the small issues 
before they become larger and 

more dangerous.”

Prompt #3. Themes related to what they learnt about themselves
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Prompt #2: Themes related to emotions elicited by this project 

Disappointment 
towards the 

prevalence of 
social inequality 

in our society

Hopeless about 
the current 
situation

Emotional

Privilege Responsibility to 

do more
Situational 

awareness 
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