
The treatment of chronic cholesteatomatous

otitis  media is surgical. Complete eradication of 

the lesions is often incomplete in digitiform

and/or diffuse  cholesteatomas, hence the 

interest of a second look [1]. 
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In our series, we find the existence of a residual 

cholesteatoma in the absence of any clinical 

symptoms in 11.11% of cases. We also note the 

absence of cholesteatoma despite a suggestive 

image on computed tomography in 02 patients.      

MRI is the only examination that has been able to 

positively diagnose residual or recurrent 

cholesteatoma n= 05 patients.

~ ~ Our operative indications are: 

- Otorrhea, vertigo, peripheral facial paralysis, 

postoperative hypoacusis [2]. 

- Audiometry: modification of Rinne [2]. 

- Image suggestive on CT and/or MRI [3] [4].
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Define the indications for the second look in the

management of  residual cholesteatomas.

Materials & Methods

182 patients collected between 2015 and 2019. 

The second look is achieved in nearly 10% of 

cases.
The second look is no longer systematic. MRI 

helps refine the indications for surgery. The 

presence of a residual cholesteatoma does not 

require the practice of an open technique. A 

third operating stage remains possible.
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Site of cholesteatoma

Remains of ossicles 78.78%

Missing ossicles 22.22%

Labyrinthine fistula 33.33%

Facial nerve denudation 33.33%
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Symptoms %

- Otorrhea 88,88%

- Vertiginous crisis 11,11% 

- Peripheral facial paralysis 11,11% 

- Retroauricular fistula 11,11% 

-Any 11,11% 

Type of deafness %

- Conductive hearing loss rinne 40dB 27,78%

- Mixed deafness 55,55% 

- Sub cophosis 16,66% 
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