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INTRODUCTION RESULTS
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« One out of four children ages two through five years old is affected by dental caries.

« A virulent form of caries is severe early childhood caries (ECC), which affects children * Atotal of 31 surveys were collec'ted. 5'8% of responding mOﬂ'.lerS were »  This research study assessed the knowledge and attitude of biological mothers of children who were 71
younger than 71 months. 2 below 35 years old, 75% were Hispanic. 61% reported a maximum months old and younger who presented to the Saint Joseph’s dental clinic for a recall or comprehensive
« Despite the evolving nature of pediatric dentistry, parent’s lack of knowledge about level of education obtained as high school and 61% had 2 or less care.
dental cavities remains a challenge. 3 number of children in their household. *  There was no significant relationship between mother’s age, level of education, ethnicity and number of
« Socioeconomic status plays a major role in the prevalence of dental caries. Data e 77.5% had fair and high knowledge of oral hygiene. children in the household with the mother’s knowledge of oral hygiene. - )
. . . L . . , . *  There was a statistically significant relationship between the number of times mothers brush their own
obtained from the 2009-2010 National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey * Chi Square and Fisher's exact test were used for this research. {eeth every day and their child's teeth
s%wwed that one in four children aged 3 to 5 years living at the poverty level had a * P values for the outcome variable, oral hygiene score were 0.72 for + There was also a significant relationsﬁip between the number of times mothers visited a dentist for a
significantly higher rate of untreated dental caries compared to children above the age, 0.36 for education, 0.30 for ethnicity and 1.00 for number of regular checkup and the number of times they took their child to the dentist in a year.
poverty level. * children in the household. Finally, there was a significant relationship between the number of maternal brushing and the number of
* P value for the relationship between the number of times mothers brush| sugar consumption by their children.
PURPOSE their own teeth in a day and their child's teeth was 0.03. P value for *  The dental clinic and the department of pediatrics are located in the same building. There is a robust
« The purpose of this study was to assess the maternal oral health knowledge of children younger than assessing the relationship between the number of times mothers visit a referral system and cross collaboration between the two clinics and with the OBGYN clinic. Since, Saint

Joseph’s is a teaching hospital, during each appointment residents consistently provide information
regarding pregnant women’s oral hygiene, postpartum oral health and children’s oral health to mothers.

71 months old; to determine the impact of OHEP, an oral health education program for mothers of

children; on the oral health status of children. This program includes information on oral health care
and prevention of dental caries in young children. This information is provided to mothers during the
recall appointments and it is a part of their education during their biannual visits to the pediatrician. between the number of maternal bmShing and the number of sugar

dentist for a regular checkup and the number of times they take their
child to the dentist was 0.00. Finally, P value for the relationship

consumption by their children was 0.00.

Materials and Methods USION AN INICAL IMPLICATION

Survey Participants’ Stats

Upon arrival at the dental center, mothers were informed of the aims of the study and a0% « P values were insignificant for the outcome variable, oral hygiene score. These findings are in contrast to
were given the option to participate. The survey distributed is comprised of 16 . some of the results in the literature.

questions asking mothers about their oral health and that of their children at the * There was a statistically significant positive correlation between mother’s knowledge in some of the
dental clinic of Saint Joseph’s University Medical Center in Paterson, NJ. Questions aspects of their own oral hygiene and their children’s.

70%

divided into 4 The fi £ . ined her’ 60% *  Close collaboration between dental team, pediatricians and the OBGYN clinic might have led to an
were divi e. nto 4 gr 9“1?5' e first group of questions pertained to mother’s 50% increase in number of children’s dental visits and consequently higher oral hygiene knowledge.
demographic characteristics. The second group was about mother’s oral health i

practices. The third group was about maternal knowledge of dental caries and the last

group consisted of questions about mother’s behavior towards their child’s health jz:
care. Each questlon was ass]gned a p01nt Value Whlch were Lhen uhlmately eaCh 10% 1 Center for Disease Control and prevention. Oral Health Surveillance Report, United States, 1999-2004 to 2011-2016. Atlanta, GA: US department of health and human services; 2019.
survey was given an assigned score. An overall score for cach survey was then o e e s e s et P 100, A
calculated. Scores ranging 111023 corresp: onded with fair knOWledge‘ Scores 24 and Twice Per Day Twice Per Day Dental check by Dental check for her > ;g‘saxk,:dfz‘ggrjﬂwcnt'zgxs”;ah;'a;xm’ci\x’:miczsﬂsv;;z‘lsdshum cories updates A reiew of causes, diagnoses,and reatments  Not c il M 2013 Jamt(1)29-38dof: 10-6103/0976-
above were correlated with high knowledge. Brushed Her Own Brushed Child's Teethherself twice per year child twice per year 4. ChiDL, Masterson EE, Carle AC, Mancl LA, Coldwell SE. Socioeconomic status, food security, and dental caries in US children: mediation analyses of data from the National Health and

Nutrition Examination Survey, 2007-2008.Am J Public Health. 2014 May;104(5):860-4. doi: 10.2105/AJPH.2013.301699. Epub 2014 Mar 13. PMID: 24625141; PMCID: PMC3987603.
. . Teeth
Once mothers completed the survey, they were given a handout containing

information about the maternal and children’s oral hygiene.



