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INTRODUCTION

RESULTS

On March 23, 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic began its impact on dental _ ) _ .
care globally. Routine dental care was suspended, and an emphasis was Pre COVID Pandemic Treatment Status (%) Post COVID Pandemic Treatment Status (%)

placed on urgent dental care (1). Due to high concern over transmission W Complete M In Progress M No Tx / Unknown W Complete M In Progress M No Tx / Unknown
of SARS-CoV-2 in the dental office, additional health screening tools and TREATMENT STATUS ( %)

protective measures for both the patient and dental team were applied

limiting the number of dental patients seen during the pandemic (2,3). ™ Complete / In Progress No T/ Unknown

Meanwhile, caries and its negative sequelae of pain and infection e

continued to impact children and their ability to receive dental care (4). 53 ”

Urgent Dental Needs (UDN) is defined as “having signs or symptoms jg 53 69

69

that include pain, infection or swelling at the time of dental
examination.” Children with UDN are “recommended to seek dental
treatment as soon as possible” (5).
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OBJECTIVES 0| 37
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To compare the prevalence of urgent dental needs (UDN) of 3™ grade Pre COVID Pandemic Post COVID Pandemic
students in Collier County Florida before the COVID pandemic (school
year 2019-2020) and after the COVID pandemic (school year 2021-
2022) and to compare the completion of treatment of the UDN in the
same population before and after the COVID pandemic.

* The number of students screened before the COVID pandemic was 3,323 compared to 1,880 students after the COVID pandemic.
* The prevalence of UDN for the before the COVID pandemic was 6.6% (219) compared to 14.5% (272) after the COVID pandemic.
* The treatment status before the COVID pandemic was 10% completed, 36.6% in progress, 53.4% no treatment/unknown.

* The treatment status after the COVID pandemic was 4% completed, 27.2% in progress, 68.7% no treatment/unknown.
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