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Introduction

The emergency department (ED)is becoming more popularamongpatients
seeking hospital care for dental concerns. Dental care is one of the most unmet
healthcare needs for childreninthe United States (US) and ED visits are
increasingyearlyfor dentalinjury, pain, andinfection.

Purpose

The purpose of this retrospective review was to evaluate trends in patients
reporting to the ED for dental-related chief complaints at Cohen Children’s
Medical Center (CCMC) in Queens, New York.

Methods

Emergencyroomyvisits ata Level 1 Trauma Hospital in Queens, NY were
evaluatedregarding:

e dental complaint

e age

e birthsex

e insurance

e natureof follow-up

Literature involving emergency room pediatric dental visits in various countries
were reviewed and results were compared.

Results

23% of CCMC pediatric ED dental visits required emergent treatment. Trauma
and tooth pain were the most common reasons for pediatricemergency dental
visits.

Conclusion

This current review aligns with findings from multiple US studies comparingthe
types of dental e mergencies, access to care, and types of dental trauma.

There isstilla great need for preventive dental treatment, education for
parents,and better access to care. Inturn, thiswill reduce the ED burden,
overuse of hospital resources and provide better patient care and overall
experience.
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