Developing Partnerships to
Build, Develop, and Sustain
State Oral Health Programs

RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS

In four years, the ND OHP established
lasting partnerships with local

stakeholders, agencies, associations,
and national partners. These
relationships allowed the ND OHP to
survey and interview water operators and

Building lasting relationships with community,
state, and national partners Is imperative to eaders (0 assess CWF eauipment and
ensu rlng Optlma”y ﬂUOndated COmmunlty Water were utilized to direct future education,

develop and disseminate resources, and
propose new equipment purchasing.
Partnerships that have been established
are ensuring ND communities not only
have access to optimally fluoridated tap
water, but community members
understand the importance of drinking
A tap water.
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BACKGROUND

Relationship building can impact
community members' overall health. In

North Dakota (ND), 96.5% of the total SySte ms.
state population is served by fluoridated
community water systems. Community
water fluoridation (CWF) is managed by
the ND Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ), separate from the
Department of Health and Human

Services (DHHS) ND Oral Health ; j rethink

Program (OHP). _ AN . YOURL/DRINK

Percentage of population served by community
water systems that have fluoridated water, 2018.

The ND OHP identified water operators
were unaware of fluoridation work, the
benefits of CWF, and how to

appropriately sample and measure
fluoride. The ND OHP established

partnerships with the ND DEQ, the , o.....2
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were receiving optimally fluoridated

drinking water. They also worked to

ensure medical and dental providers as

well as community members were

educated on the importance of drinking ' ' DN OIET -
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tap water. D i Yeoene @ LOKOTO o Legendary
!

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH DAKOTA

Scan the_QR code to _Iearn more about crumal Funding Source:

partnerShIpS and effective education materials for CDC DP18-1810, State Actions to Improve Oral Health Outcomes and
: : Partner Actions to Improve Oral Health Outcomes

providers and community.

Health & Human Services




